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By the end  of the 19th c entury, the fledg ling  Ita lian sta te fac ed ec onomic  c risis, politic a l 
unc erta inty and  widespread  soc ia l unrest. The unific a tion of Ita ly, la rgely ac c omplished 
by 1871, had  p romised the Ita lian peop le an idea lised vision of democ rac y and  
na tiona l progress. The rea lity left many feeling a liena ted  and  d isillusioned . Artists, 
moreover, fea red  tha t c ontemporary Ita lian pa inting was lagging fa r behind  tha t of 
other European na tions. History and  a rt had  c ome to a  c ruc ia l turning point. 
 
In northern Ita ly, a  loosely knit group  of avant-garde artists, who would  c ome to be 
known as Divisionists, began in the fina l dec ades of the century to mount a  rad ica l 
a rtistic  response to c ontempora ry c ond itions. What they ac hieved came to define their 
age.  
 
Rad ica l Light is the la rgest show of its kind  to be held  in the UK, and  one of the first 
outside Ita ly to examine this vita l movement. Comprising  over fifty works by the most 
influentia l Divisionist pa inters, the exhib ition inc ludes ra re loans from p riva te c ollec tions 
(Umberto Bocc ioni, Workshops a t Porta  Romana , 1908) and  the pub lic  c ollec tions of 
Europe and  North Americ a . 
 
Through ‘ the investiga tion of c olour in light’  (Giovanni Segantini), the Divisionists sought 
to c ha llenge the paradoxes of the modern world . Influenc ed  by the study of op tic a l 
sc ienc e, they believed unmixed threads of ‘ d ivided ’  c olour would  fuse for the viewer a t 
a  d istanc e and  bring  maximum luminosity to their pa intings. This technic a l innova tion 
acc ounts for the singula r intensity of their pa intings.  Many of the key Divisionists were 
a lso politic a lly motiva ted . From the early 1890s, Giovanni Segantini, Angelo Morbelli and  
Emilio Longoni, among others, adop ted  Soc ia list ideas and  strove for ’ an a rt not for art’ s 
sake but for humanity’ s sake’  (Giuseppe Pellizza , 1892). From Longoni’ s The Ora tor of 
the Strike, 1890–1 (Priva te c ollec tion) to Boc c ioni’ s hypnotic  masterp iec e The City Rises, 
1910–11 (MoMA, New York), the exhib ition exp lores the evolution of Divisionism from its 
ea rly beg innings to the formation of Ita lian Futurism, whic h emerged organic a lly from 
this ea rlier movement. 
 
As thousands of workers mig ra ted from the fields to the c ities, many Divisionists 
abandoned  the b leak modernity of Milan and  Turin for the c ountryside. Segantini 
esc aped to the Swiss Alps where the solitude of the mounta ins insp ired  some of his 
grea test works, inc lud ing  the exultant Spring  in the Alps, 1897 (Priva te c ollec tion) and  
The Punishment of Lust, 1896/7 (Kunsthaus, Zuric h).  
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Giuseppe Pellizza returned  to his rura l b irthp lac e, Volpedo, where he bec ame an agent 
for soc ia l c hange, c hampioning the c ause of the workers on his esta te. In The Living 
Torrent, 1895–6 (Pinac otec a d i Brera , Milan), Pellizza  dep ic ts the unstoppable p rogress 
of the p roletaria t – employing  his own workers as models for the c rowd – advanc ing 
towards the light of soc ia l justic e. Nearby, Angelo Morbelli returned  to the rice fields of 
Piedmont, where he took up  the c ause of the opp ressed  women rice workers in For 
Eighty Cents!, 1893–5 (Museo Borgogna ). In Milan, he a lso c hronic led  the lives of the 
urban poor and  elderly. 
 
Working high above Lake Maggiore, the a rt dea ler, pa inter and  c ritic , Vittore Grub ic y, 
ac hieved a  series of masterful buc olic  landscapes, inc lud ing  his eight-c anvas polyp tyc h 
Winter in the Mounta ins, 1894–1911, (Milan, Civic he Racc olte d ’ Arte), seen by many as 
the manifesto of Divisionism. Grub ic y is c red ited  as being the first apostle and  most 
influentia l p ropagand ist of the movement. After d isc overing Giovanni Segantini in the 
early 1880s, he ac ted  as mentor and  pa tron to severa l key Divisionists, inc lud ing  
Longoni, Morbelli and  Previa ti. 
 
Desp ite this c onsiderab le a rtistic  exc hange, the Divisionists fa iled  to ac hieve the 
c ohesion nec essa ry to enter the broad interna tiona l c onsc iousness. Yet the p lura lity of 
their vision is equa lly wha t makes the movement so d istinc tive and  dynamic . 
 
For p ress information p lease c ontac t Thomas Almeroth-Williams a t 
thomas.a lmerothwilliams@ng-london.org .uk or 020 7747 2512. 
 
2UJDQLVDWLRQ�
Rad ica l Light is organised  jo intly by the Na tiona l Ga llery, London, and  the Kunsthaus, Zurich, 
where the exhib ition will follow from 26 Sep tember 2008 to 11 Janua ry 2009. The exhib ition is 
c ura ted by Simonetta  Fraquelli, w ith Christopher Riopelle of the Na tiona l Gallery as 
c oord ina ting c ura tor in London, and  Tob ia  Bezzola  of the Kunsthaus as c oord ina ting 
c ura tor in Zuric h. 
 
3XEOLFDWLRQ�
Rad ica l Light: Ita ly’ s Divisionist Pa inters 1891–1910 
 
The exhib ition is ac c ompanied by the first comprehensive study in Eng lish of the Ita lian 
Divisionists by exhib ition c ura tor Simonetta  Fraquelli and  c ontributing authors: Giovanna  
Ginex, Vivien Greene, Aurora  Sc otti Tosini, Lara  Puc c i and  Linda Sc hädler. This fully 
illustra ted ca ta logue exp lores the soc io-politic a l bac kground  of this remarkab le period  of 
Ita lian history, Divisionist pa inting tec hnique and  Symbolism, p lus a rtist b iographies and  
notes on the pa intings.  
 
Simonetta  Fraquelli is an independent a rt historian and  a  spec ia list in Ita lian a rt in the 
twentieth c entury. Giovanna  Ginex is an expert on Divisionist pa inting . Vivien Greene is 
Assoc ia te Cura tor a t the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York. Aurora  Sc otti Tosini is 
an expert on Divisionist pa inting  and  tec hnique. La ra Puc c i is a  British Ac ademy 
Postdoc tora l Fellow a t the University of Manchester. Linda Sc hädler is assistant c ura tor a t 
the Kunsthaus, Zuric h. 
 
Pub lished  by The Na tiona l Gallery Company, London 
£19.95 paperbac k, £35 hardbac k.  
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'DWHV�DQG�RSHQLQJ�KRXUV�
Open to pub lic :    18 June–7 Sep tember 2008 
Da ily 10am–6pm, Wed nesday until 9pm 
Last admission 5.15pm (8.15pm Wednesday) 
   
$GPLVVLRQ�
Enter by the Sa insbury Wing Entranc e. 
Full Price     £8.00 
 
Conc ession/ Senior    £7.00 
Tuesday pm offer    £4.00 
 
Wednesdays 6–9pm    £4.00 
Art Fund  /  students /  unemployed  £4.00 
Under-12s     free 
  
Family Tic ket  
(2 adults & up  to 4 c hild ren aged  12-18) £16 
  
Season Tic kets 
Full Price     £20 
Conc essions     £18 
Art Fund  /  students /  unemployed  £10 
 
7LFNHWV�
For advanc e tic kets to Rad ic a l Light: Ita ly’ s Divisionist Pa inters 1891–1910 p lease visit 
www.na tiona lga llery.org .uk or c a ll 0870 906 3891 (booking fee). You can a lso book tic kets 
by post and  in person from the Gallery. 
 
,PDJHV�
Pub lic ity images for Rad ic a l Light: Ita ly’ s Divisionist Pa inters 1891–1910 can be ob ta ined  
from http :/ / p ress.ng-london.org .uk. To ob ta in a  username p lease c ontac t the Na tiona l 
Gallery Press Offic e on 020 7747 2865 or  
e-mail p ress@ng-london.org .uk 
  
For pub lic  informa tion, p lease c ontac t 020 7747 2885 or information@ng-london.org .uk 
 
The Na tiona l Gallery, Tra fa lgar Square, London WC2N 5DN   www.na tiona lga llery.org .uk 


