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Pierre Soula ges, a ged  89, is one of the most importa nt Frenc h pa inters of the sec ond  ha lf of the 20th 
c entury. Famous for his b lack a ll-over a bstra c t pa intings, Pierre Soulages is exhib ited  in museums a ll a round  
the world . In 2005, he a nd  his wife Colette, made a n exc ep tiona l d ona tion to his na tive town, Rod ez, o f 
a bout 500 works and  d oc uments of an estimated  va lue a t the time of 15 million Euros (estimated  a t 30 to 45 
million Euros tod a y). Out of this d ona tion, a  new a nd  ambitious museum will open in 2011 in Rod ez a t the 
initia tive of the “ Agg lomera tion du Gra nd  Rod ez” . The d ona tion ma de is one of the b iggest in Fra nce since 
the Sec ond  World  Wa r. La belled  ‘Museum of Fra nc e’ , the future museum will be THE p la c e of interna tiona l 
referenc e on the work of Pierre Soulages.  
 
The a rc hitec tura l c onc ep tion of the future museum has rec ently been awa rded  to the Spa nish 
a rc hitec tura l p ra c tic e, RCR. It w ill be one of the few museums in the world  tha t has been built in d irec t 
c olla bora tion with a  living  a rtist. The thinking  behind  the c oncep tion of the future museum is d irec tly 
referring  to the spec ific ity of the a rt of Soula ges with Cor-Ten steel fa çad es, volumes of spac es, use of 
light and  c olours of the raw materia ls.  
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“ Build ing  a round  the light”  is the c onc ep t d eveloped  by RCR for the future museum which will be made 
of a  long build ing  from which five volumes will emerge, rec a lling  the monoliths which ha d  suc h a  strong  
a esthetic  impac t on the adolescent Soulages. The w hole build ing  will tota l a bout 6,600m². From the 
p la teau of the Foira il Pa rk, this free-style c onfigura tion which will c rea te fra med  views of the c ountryside, 
re-interperets the notion of vistas of the same, a ustere la ndsca pe of Aubra c  tha t Pierre Soulages 
pa inted  a t the beginning of his ca reer. The long  terra ces will ensure the light enters the build ing d irec tly 
as well as ha ving  the gard en a t the hea rt of this la rge, impressive build ing.  
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The d ona tion from Pierre et Colette Soulages c ha rac terises itself by fea turing  a  wide d iversity of work and  
d oc uments which illustra te the d ifferent threa ds exp lored  by the a rtist throughout his long  ca reer: 21 la rge 
works on ca nva s, 100 works on pa per inc lud ing  the famous ‘Brous de Noix’ , the c omplete p rinted  works, 
b ronzes a nd  the entire c ollec tion of p repa ra tory work for the sta ined  g lass wind ows a t the roma nic  Sa inte 
Foy d e Conques a bbey. For the most pa rt, these p iec es ha ve never before left the a rtist’ s stud io. The 
a rc hitec t’ s ta ilor-ma de environment w ill reflec t in its c omposition the d iversity and  orig ina lity of the works it 
will house. Integra ting  the volumetric  c onc ept of the spa c es, the visitor tra ils, c onc eived  as a  va ria tion on 
the theme of light, to the image of work of Soulages – will c rea te a  rhythm through the d ifferent heights 
a nd  p roportions of the rooms before putting forwa rd  the a esthetic  c ontempla tion of eac h type of work. 
The future museum will c ompose two types of spac es: the la rge rooms where the na tura l light w ill enter 
ind irec tly, lighting  the works (oils on ca nvas, tempora ry exhib ition ga lleries) a nd  the sma ller, more intimate 
rooms showing the g ra phic  a rt(p rinted  works a nd  works on paper) where the works will emerge from the 
shadows. The spa c e reserved  for the p repa ra tory ma teria l for the sta ined  g lass windows a t Conques will 
rec eive spec ia l trea tment. 
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Ec hoing  the rigorous a pproa c h to pa inting  a nd  use of very few  d ifferent elements, the a rc hitec ture of the 
museum will use a n extremely limited  portfolio of materia ls: g lass a nd  steel. This tension towards the 
essentia l, the works a nd  the light a re in line with the resea rc h a nd  explora tion undertaken by Soulages 
throughout his life: extreme a nd  ha rsh trea tment, intense simplic ity of effec ts a nd  timelessness. 
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